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Dear Cherry Orchard pupils, parents and carers,   
 
    Thank you for supporting us today with our Love Yourself themed non-uniform day, the 
COSA team very much appreciated every single donation. All monies collected today will 
go towards brilliant projects which support our school and all of the children in various 
different ways. 
     We were delighted to see our Year 6 pupils back safely this afternoon following their 
brilliant trip to the Peak District. I am sure they will have plenty of stories to tell their fami-
lies over the next few days. Massive thanks go  to the staff team who give up their time to 
make these type of events possible.  
    Well done also to Mrs Clarke’s children who performed in their first ever class assembly. 
We were blown away by the variety of items they shared. The next class assembly will be 
Miss Evan’s class (RO) on Thursday 27th February - the assembly will start after registration 
(approx.8:55am) and will take place in the school hall. Please enter via the external hall 
door which will be open by 8:35am. 
     Please have a brilliant half-term week and don’t forget we start back on Monday 
24th February. 
 
Karen Banford, Headteacher 

Calendar of Events 

 Date Event 

Mon 24th Feb RETURN to school 

Tues 25th Feb Open Day 9:30-6 for prospective parents. Please pass this date along to others. 

Thurs 27th Feb RO class assembly 8:55am in the hall 

Thur 6th March World Book Day—dress-up information later in newsletter 

5R class assembly 

Fri 7th Mar 2:40pm information meeting for parents of children in Y4 who are going to the 
Pioneer Centre for their residential 

Wed 12th Mar Year 3 Egyptian Day (dressing up and visitor workshops) 

Thur 13th Mar 5O class assembly 

Thur 20th-Fri 21st March Y4 residential trip for those who have booked 

Thur 20th Mar 3C class assembly 8:55am in the school hall 

 ADVANCED NOTICE: parents consultations 9th and 10th April 



Housepoints: 

  Severn 336 

  Avon  312 

  Teme  377 

 

Overall winners:   Teme 

KS 1 winners:  Teme 

KS2 winners:        Severn 

Weekly attendance:  
 

Whole school:  94.6%   (down on last week) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Well done to Year  5.   Great work!  
 

Best class:  5R with 99.4%. Excellent job! 
Also well done to 5C (very narrowly pipped with 99.3% and 6O 99.3%) 

Year group Week’s attendance % 

R 94.2 

1 91.7 

2 91.4 

3 95.5 

4 94 

5 97.7 

6 97.1 

We have a new attendance policy.  It is based on the updated Government guidance that came into 

force at the end of August. You can read more about this on our website (here Cherry Orchard Primary 

School - Attendance (cherryorchard-pri.worcs.sch.uk)  if you missed the information when it was sent out at 

the end of last term. 

The Department of Education states that the Headteacher may not grant any leave of absence during 

school term time unless there are very exceptional circumstance. We strongly discourage parents/

carers from taking their children our of school for any leave as it can have a negative impact on a 

child’s learning. Please support us with your child’s education by ensuring they are I school every day. 

If after reading the guidance, you still want to request a leave of absence, it must be in writing on a 

Leave of Absence form  available from the office and be submitted to school 4 weeks in advance. 

https://www.cherryorchard-pri.worcs.sch.uk/page/?title=Attendance&pid=33
https://www.cherryorchard-pri.worcs.sch.uk/page/?title=Attendance&pid=33


  Reminders/information 
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School gates open at 8:30am and will close when children should be in 

class at 8:45am. This is when lessons start and the register is taken. The 

gates will be open again at 3:05pm for a 3:10pm finish for Reception 

children and a 3:15pm finish for all other year groups. Please try to be 

prompt in the mornings so that all opportunities for learning are able to 

be taken and in the afternoons by standing away from the building, 

close to the areas where your child will be released. 

 

 

Our Facebook username is cherryorchardps, as is our Twitter 

username. Please search us out to see what is going on on our pages. 

We try to post to both types of media just to keep the world up-to-date 

with the amazing things going on in school. 

Smart watches. Please note that if your child has been 

lucky enough to get one of the newest style of smart 

watches (the ones that don’t need a phone to use) as a 

present, it cannot be worn in class. As it acts like a phone, 

it will need to be stored in the office over the day. We 

had one link to a hearing loop device this week, which 

disrupts the learning for particular children. They are also 

able to be used to take photos, which could be a safe-

guarding issue.  It would also be costly if they got damaged at school. 

Please remember we are a NUT FREE school and that classroom drinks 

should only be water. And thank you for supporting us by not sending 

chocolate or sweets in as a playtime snack. If the snack can be    

wrapper-free, it would help us with the litter problem that we seem to 

be having on the playground. 
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It is great to see that KS2 pupils are enjoying using their 

iPads both at home and at school. Please remember 

that they are work tools rather than gaming tools 

(ttrockstars and Hit the Button are work games so they 

are OK) and that you can manage what they do on 

them and when (outside of school) by installing Jamf 

Parent controls. Please see the Evergreen Support and 

Safety section on our website, under the Parents tab for 

more information about this. 

 

 

 

If you have bought your child a stylus of some sort to 

help them control their iPad more effectively (either 

the dabber sort or one that can write onto the screen), 

we are happy to have them in school but please re-

member that they are not under our care, and it is your 

child’s responsibility to look after it. We cannot take 

any responsibility for their care. We would also suggest 

that they are named, so that they don’t get mixed up. 

You are under no obligation to buy one, as we don’t 

do handwriting on our iPads, but use them as tools to 

support our learning. 
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7th February 2025 

Science week competition 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We are excited to announce an at-home science competition that will give students the opportunity to explore their curiosity 
and creativity. 

 

For EYFS and KS1: Science at Home 

Science is all around us in our everyday life, from the weather we experience and the food we eat to the technology we use and 
the way our bodies work. 

Your challenge is to carry out a simple science experiment at home. Here are some examples of activities you could try: 

Making a rain cloud in a jar using water, shaving foam, and food colouring. 

Seeing how plants drink water with the celery and food colouring experiment. 

Exploring magnetism with a "Can you pick it up?" magnet test. 

Investigating which objects float and sink. 

 

For KS2: Favourite Physicist 

Create a project on a physicist—past or present (a famous physicist or someone known to them). 

Research them and the science that they are famous for, and then create a drawing, model, or painting of them with an expla-
nation of why they chose them and why they are inspirational. Or you could create a presentation about them using PowerPoint 
or Seesaw. 

 

Some famous physicists your child might consider researching include: 

Isaac Newton – Discovered the laws of motion and gravity. 

Marie Curie – Pioneered research on radioactivity. 

Albert Einstein – Developed the theory of relativity. 

Katherine Johnson – Helped NASA with calculations for space travel. 

Neil deGrasse Tyson – Astrophysicist and science communicator. 

 

We encourage you to support your child in selecting a topic that excites them and to help them gather resources where neces-
sary. This project is to be completed at home and should be brought into school on Friday 7th March, ready for presentation. 

There will be an EYFS/KS1 winner and a KS2 winner, who will each receive a £5 book voucher. These winners will have their 
science experiment or famous physicist presentation shared across the Rivers Academy, where two overall winners from all 
Rivers schools will receive a trophy. 

If you have any questions, please get in touch with either of us. 

Thank you for your support in making this a fun and educational experience for our students. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Mr Rice and Mrs Clarke 



World Book Day is all about reading and Reading 
for Pleasure. We want children to feel a sense of 
satisfaction by engaging with their chosen reading 
material, especially in their free time, so that they 
develop a life-long habit of reading for pleasure 
and their life chances are improved. 

Evidence shows that there are 6 building elements which support a child to read for pleasure: 

• Being read to regularly 

• Having books at home and at school 

• Having a choice in what to read 

• Finding time to read 

• Having trusted help to find a book 

• Making reading FUN! 

We will be doing lots of book-inspired activities on World Book Day. 

Along with these activities, we invite children to come to school dressed up, if they 

wish to. 

Years R—2 (EYFS and KS1) : come as your favourite book character. Even better if 

you can bring the book in that your character is from. Think about who that charac-

ter is and why you have chosen them. 

Year 3-6 (KS2) : you have BoomReader on your iPads (and on parents’ devices) to 

track your reading…...so come dressed as your Boomer! Your Boomer avatar can 

be changed depending on how many gems you have collected—have a look at what 

you can get them to wear so that you can come dressed the same! You might need 

to be creative with what you can find at home to add to your costume (or change 

your Boomer to something that you might already have). Then remember your iPad 

so that we can compare you to your Boomer. 

World Book Day vouchers will 

be coming out after half term. 

The £1 books will be available 

in participating shops from this 

weekend until 23rd March. 
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YEAR R Reception have been working hard on their writing. We have read the sto-
ry of The Monkey Puzzle and learnt how to label pictures using adjectives 
to describe the animals or the setting.   
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YEAR 1 

In art, Year 1 have been experimenting 
with paint. We painted on different 
surfaces and talked about which sur-
faces were easier to paint on and 
which we enjoyed the most. The paint 
stayed on the cardboard best but we 
loved painting on bubble wrap too!   
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YEAR 2 Year 2 have been busy this week, creating 
formal posters that include 10 things that 
they can do at Cherry Orchard to help 
their world. 
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YEAR 3 
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Who 

YEAR 4 

This week in DT, Year 4 made and tasted our very own pancakes. We also tasted shop bought pancakes and compared them to our own. It was 
interesting to see the amount of different ingredients used in the shop bought pancakes to preserve them.    

As part of our DT unit, the children in Y4 made microwaved 

meringues. Every child cracked an egg and attempted to 

separate the egg white. We then compared shop bought, 

home baked and microwaved meringues.   



Who made this mess? 

YEAR 5 
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Year 5 enjoyed perform-

ing their final              

compositions in Music 

this week.  

We have been focusing on 

Reggae music this half 

term.  



Who made this mess? 

YEAR 6 
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Class Worker of the Week Star of the Week 

RC Erykah All of RC 

RO Belle Theo 

1C Darcy Tommy 

1O Noah Cooper 

1R Oscar Willow 

2C Connor Alice P 

2O Lexi Zach 

2R George Laciee 

3C Dennis Ben 

3O Chloe Amina 

4C Filip Nathan 

4O Jesse Thomas 

4R Hugo Georgina 

5C Zina Harry K 

5O Charlotte Florence 

5R Isabelle Daniel 



More information about these points can be found on our website. Go to the Parents tab, the Attendance 

and click on the Attendance policy (red bar) at the bottom of the page. 













A message from our local Starting Well Partnership…. 


