
Weekly Newsle er 
#14   15.12.23 

Dear Cherry Orchard pupils, parents and carers,   

Thank you for your amazing support over the past few days. We filled the Cathedral on Monday, 
along with the school hall every morning this week for the Recep on and Year 1 Na vity perfor-
mances.  Every event has shown me how incredibly lucky we are to work with such talented pu-
pils and staff. The children never fail to put a smile on people’s faces and remind us of the joy this 

me of year can bring. 
  
We look forward to an exci ng final week of term – Y2 Na vity performances on Monday and 
Tuesday, Christmas Lunch on Wednesday, Li le Cherries Christmas fun on Thursday and Christ-
mas jumper/non-uniform day on Friday – phew! 
  
And finally on the last Friday a ernoon of term we shall be hos ng a visit from PC Cameron 
Reeves as part of the community engagement work of our local police team. PC Reeves will be 
on the playground from 2:50pm on Friday 22nd December so please pop over and say hello. PC 
Reeves will be here to help families if you have worries or concerns, he will also be giving out 
leaflets to encourage children to not fear police and know how to ask for help should they need 
it.  
  
Have a wonderful weekend, 

Karen Banford, Head Teacher 

Calendar of Events 
 Date Event 
 See Christmas events page later on 

Wed 20th Dec Y5 parents in for work share 2:30pm 

Fri 22nd Dec Non-uniform day—Christmas jumpers 

3pm Community Engagement (Police) van 
will be on the playground 

  

 2024 

Mon 8th Jan INSET Day—teachers only in school 

Wed 10th Jan Young Voices concert (for those involved) 

Wed 17th Jan 4O start swimming 

Thur 18th Jan 3C class assembly 8:55am in the hall 

Thur 25th Jan 3O class assembly 8:55am in the hall 

Weekly a endance:  
 

Whole school:  
94.99% (down on last week) 

 
Best year: Year 5 with 97.64% 
 
Best class:  1R with 98.8% 
 
   

Housepoints: 
  Severn 330 
  Avon  346 
  Teme  296 
 
Overall winners:   Avon 
KS 1 winners:  Severn 

KS2 winners:  Avon 
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Who made this mess? 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas dates for the diary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Event Date Time Year groups    
involved 

Pantomime.  Jack and 
the Beanstalk at The 

5th Dec am Years 3 and 4 

Cathedral Carol Service 11th Dec 1pm-2:30pm All of KS2 (Y3-6) 

Parents invited 

Christmas performances 12th Dec 9:30am Recep on 

(parents and carers  13th Dec 9:30am Recep on 

invited to all  14th Dec 9:30am Year 1 

performances) 15th Dec 9:30am Year 1 

 18th Dec 9:30am Year 2 

Christmas fun 21st Dec 9:00am Li le Cherries 

Christmas jumper day  
with non-uniform 

22nd Dec All day All children 

 19th Dec 9:30am Year 2 
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Who made this mess? Our Reception children and our Year 1 
children wowed their audiences with 
their Christmas nativity productions. 

 

Reception’s nativity, called ‘What’s it all 
about?’ was our traditional version of the 
story. The children, who entertained us with 
their singing, dancing and acting roles,  all 
now know ‘it’s all about you…..baby’ (Jesus). 

Year 1 performed 'Away in 
a Manger.' The children 
spoke clearly, sang beauti-
fully and showed some ex-
cellent acting skills to de-
liver an excellent Christmas 
performance. Well done to 
all of the children!'   
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Who made this mess? Year 6 had a success-
ful DT day today, 
where we cooked 
meat-free meals and 
invited visitors taste 
them! Mrs Jeynes 
can a est to the fact 
that they were very 
tasty! 
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Who 



Computing  

Technology is advancing at a faster rate than ever seen before and, at Cherry Orchard, we 
have created a Computing curriculum which aims to help children con dently and safely 
navigate the online world.  In a time where there is a vast amount of online content to be 
consumed, we enable children to leave us after Year 6 as problem solvers, collaborators and 
imaginative thinkers, able to safely create their own content, whilst building a responsible 
online presence. 

The Computing curriculum is divided into three strands: Computer Science, Information 
Technology and Digital Literacy. 

Computer Science 

Beginning their computing journey in the Early Years, children are introduced to giving 
commands and instructions through a range of ‘unplugged’ activities, before applying this 
to controlling programmable toys such as Beebots. 

In years 1 and 2, children develop this by creating algorithms (a sequence of instructions) 
to control beebots and also within apps on the iPads such as Scratch.  They begin to     
consider why their algorithms might not work, ‘debugging’ them and xing them to 
achieve the desired effect. 

In years 3 and 4, children begin to create longer code sequences and make predictions 
about the effects a code may have.  They also discover the effects of adding loops and    
repeating steps within their algorithms. 

Children build on all of this in years 5 and 6, considering how algorithms can be created to 
include a wider range of sensors.  They evaluate their algorithms, making critical decisions 
about how to adapt them to achieve the desired goal.  

Computer components and networks 

As part of the Computer Science strand, children learn about how computer networks 
work.  This begins in the EYFS, where they can name the different parts of a computer such 
as a keyboard, monitor and mouse.  They then learn about the uses of different digital    
devices, such as phones and tablets.  As children move through school, they learn what a 
computer is and how it can talk to other computers through a network.  They also begin to 
understand how web browsers work and how search results are ranked. 

Information Technology 

In this strand, children begin to use technology to explore and access digital content.  In 
EYFS and Key Stage 1, they begin to use a range of digital devices, using a mouse or track 
pad to select items on the screen.  They take photos and create voice notes, inserting 
shapes, text and images into their work. 

In lower Key Stage 2 children develop their typing skills, using a range of keyboard       
commands.  They resize and edit images and begin to use a search engine to nd simple  
information. 

In upper Key Stage 2, children combine a range of media, remixing it for their own use.  
They use more advanced search tools and critically evaluate the information they nd 
online.  

Data 

Children learn to present and interpret data in a range of forms such as spreadsheets, 
charts and tables. 
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Digital Literacy 

Right from the beginning of their computing journey, children begin to understand that 
some online content is inappropriate and they make decisions about what personal        
information should be kept private.  They quickly learn the importance of telling a trusted 
adult if something online upsets them or makes them feel scared. 

In Key Stage 1, they begin to consider what is a safe amount of screen time and how too 
much can be unhealthy.  They also formulate rules for acceptable use of technology, both 
at home and at school. 

As children move into Key Stage 2, they develop their understanding of online safety 
through platforms and games such as Interland.  They consider the reasons for age-ratings 
on apps and other media and why these are important to adhere to.   

This is developed further in upper key stage 2 as we prepare children for their journey into 
secondary schools and beyond.  They re ect on the potential consequences of not using 
technology responsibly and how this can impact their futures.  A visit from the local PCSO 
is used in the upper years to help children fully understand the potential consequences of 
their actions. 

Reception 

In Reception, children inde-
pendently use their iPads 

during COOL (Choose Our 
Own Learning) time.  They 
take photos of their own 

work and  access a range 
of apps to support their 

Phonics and Maths learn-
ing.   

Children have also started 
learning about algorithms 

through a range of un-
plugged activities, includ-

ing making mazes and    
following instructions in For-

est School.  
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Year 1 

Year 1 children have been programming the 
Beebots by inputting directional instructions.  They 

planned their route and then tested their algo-
rithms with the Beebots.  

They have also used the Keynote app on the iPads to 
manipulate images to write their names and create 

pictures that represent themselves. 
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Year 2 

Year 2 children have been 
developing their photog-
raphy skills using the iPads, 

distorting the perspective of 
the focus object. 

They have also thought about what they 
need to remember in order to be safe 

online.  Next, they turned detectives, study-
ing the profiles of animals to find out how 

much they had shared on the internet. 
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Year 3 
In Year 3, the children have been writing             

algorithms using the Scratch app to program a 
band to play music. 

They have also furthered their under-
standing of how to stay safe online,   

recognising the warning signs our bod-
ies give us when something doesn’t feel 

quite right. 

By playing Interland, the children learn to be 
Internet Awesome, learning key digital citi-

zenship and online safety concepts. 
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Who made this mess? 

YEAR 4 

In year 4, we use the app keynote 
to publish our informa on texts 
about dragons.  

We explored all the tools of       
keynote and learnt how these skills 
can enhance our wri ng, making it 
more appealing to the reader.  

Year 4’s first unit of compu ng was on Cryptography, where they looked at 
codes and cyphers and at how computer language is actually wri en. 

This term, they have learnt how to write 
code using loops to create repeated 
pa erns. 
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Who made this mess? 

YEAR 5 
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Who made this mess? 

Year 6 
In Year 6, the children consolidate their learning about 

coding and algorithms, programming mini robots called 
Spheros. 

They begin to think about 
how technology can be used 

to generate a design for a 
model. Then, they program 

the Spheros to control the ve-
hicles they have made. 

This term, Year 6 have 
been working on 3D mod-
elling—creating 3D 
graphics using a computer 
program called Tinkercad. 

They designed a keyring to 
help promote a business 
(Fred’s Farm). We were 
lucky enough that Malvern 
Panalytical offered to work 
with us to actually 3D print 
three of our designs so that 
the children could see the 
results of their modelling. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Worker of the Week Star of the Week 

RC Layla Parker 
RO Oscar Darius 

RR Eleanor Oscar 
1C Romee-Jade Arthur 
1O Layla Eva 
1R Thomas Jacquelyn 
2C Ella Olivia 
2O Lola Ruby 
3C Lily Harrison 

3O Serina Thomas 
3R Noah Malika 
4C Thomas Abel W 
4O Steven Lewis 
4R Zayne Samuel 

5C William Pola 

5O Shaun Isabelle 
5R Isla Zara-Blue 
6C Teddy Maisie 
6O Casper Summer-Lea 
6R Daniel Louie 
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Who made this mess? 

A endance 

This is a screenshot of the A endance guidance which is on our website, along with our 
A endance Policy. Please help support your child’s educa on by ensuring that they are 
in school, on me, every day. If your child is absent for any reason, please make the 
office aware of this as soon as possible, as the twice daily a endance registers are legal 
documents that must be accurately completed and shared with the LA. A endance is a 
‘hot-topic’ for the school, the MAT, the LA and the Government, as every child has the 
right to a full educa on. 

 



  Reminders/informa on 
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School gates open at 8:30am and will close when children should be in 
class at 8:45am. This is when lessons start and the register is taken. The 
gates will be open again at 3:05pm for a 3:10pm finish for Reception 
children and a 3:15pm finish for all other year groups. Please try to be 
prompt in the mornings so that all opportunities for learning are able to 
be taken and in the afternoons by standing away from the building, 
close to the areas where your child will be released. 

 

Please try NOT to drive down Timberdine Close in 
the mornings unless you have a parking permit for 
the school as there are not places to turn safely 

around. We have been asked to pass on that the NHS have 
had their entrances blocked and there have been some near 
misses with both children and vehicles, and, as a result, the 
community police officers will be doing some spot patrols. 

 

 

Our Facebook username is cherryorchardps, as is our Twitter 
username. Please search us out to see what is going on on our pages. 
We try to post to both types of media just to keep the world up-to-date 
with the amazing things going on in school. 

Please try to discourage the bringing of toys/non-school items into 
school. They can go missing or get broken, meaning the children can 
get upset. Please keep them for home. 









The Wellbeing Hub - Schools - Teen Tips  

HANDi App :: Herefordshire and Worcestershire Integrated Care System (hwics.org.uk)  

This  is the website address for the Herefordshire and Worcestershire Integrated Care System HANDi 
App informa on. 



home | Diglis Fields junior parkrun | Diglis Fields junior parkrun  

We have arranged for the Community 
Engagement van to be on-site on our 
final day of the year (22nd December), 
to talk with parents about the Ba en-
hall area and any issues that you might 
have. The van will be parked on the 
playground at the end of the day. 
Please come and have a chat with the 
officers. 

There will also be a PC promo ng safe 
cycling in the winter months, with 
some freebies to give away. So if your 
child cycles anywhere, why not come 
and see what they have to say. 




